Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Message Text 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 01 WARSAW 06754 220825Z 

43 

ACTION EUR- 12 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO PM-04 NSC-05 SP-02 SS-15 CIAE-00 

DODE-OO INR-07 NSAE-00 PA-01 USIA-06 PRS-01 /054W 

002416 

R 211521Z SEP 76 
FM AMEMBASSY WARSAW 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 4036 
INFO AMEMBASSY BELGRADE 
USCINCEUR VAIHINGEN GER 
AMEMBASSY BERLIN 
AMEMBASSY BUCHAREST 
AMEMBASSY BUDAPEST 
AMEMBASSY MOSCOW 
AMEMBASSY PRAGUE 
AMEMBASSY SOFIA 
USMISSION NATO 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE WARSAW 6754 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: PGOV, MPIL, PL, SU 

SUBJECT: VISIT OF MARSHAL DIMITRI USTINOV TO POLAND 

1 . SOVIET DEFENSE MINISTER DIMITRI USTINOV LED A SOVIET 
MILITARY DELEGATION ON A CEREMONIAL TOUR OF POLAND FOLLOW- 
ING THE SEPTEMBER 9-16 WARSAW PACT MANEUVERS, SHIELD-76. 

2. THE GROUP WAS IN KATOWICE AND OPOLE SEPTEMBER 17, WHERE 
THEY VISITED THE SUDETEN ARMORED DIVISION OF THE POLISH 
ARMY. ON SEPTEMBER 18, GIEREK PRESENTED USTINOV WITH THE 
ORDER OF THE CROSS OF GRUNDWALD, FIRST CLASS, FOR HIS 
DIRECTION OF THE SOVIET DEFENSE INDUSTRY DURING AND 
FOLLOWING WORLD WAR II. USTINOV ALSO RECEIVED AN 
HONORARY DOCTORATE FROM THE MILITARY TECHNICAL ACAD- 
EMY. HE PAID AN OFFICIAL CALL ON PREMIER PIOTR 
JAROSZEWICZ. A POLISH GOVERNMENT DELEGATION LED BY 
MINISTER OF DEFENSE WOJCIECH JARUZELSKI, ATTENDED THE 
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FAREWELL CEREMONIES SEPTEMBER 19. 
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3. COMMENT: IN THE EMBASSY'S JUDGMENT SHIELD-76 WAS 
LARGELY CEREMONIAL. RATHER THAN A WARSAW PACT MANEUVER, 
SHIELD-76 WAS A SERIES OF SET PIECE DEMONSTRATIONS CAL- 
CULATED TO CREATE THE BEST POSSIBLE IMPRESSION OF POLISH 
AND WARSAW PACT CAPABILITY. 
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